1800
Republican Takeover:
- Jefferson’s Revolution

i _ f what

Adams’s Presidency was tumultuous. By 1800 a torrent o
ﬁ-..“:& “squibs, scoffs, and sarcasms” was descending on him.! The
Republicans continued 1o doubt his commitment to republican institu-

bled and grumbled—and moaned and groaned—

H@ﬂ”ﬁp.ﬂ_ﬂnbhzﬂ and Mr. Nm That was the way Adams had nn_,aqwmm

% %o the three French agents who tried FMQ bribe American diplomats in
: the incident to Congress,

] ‘vn“_ M__“n__-mwm Mﬂﬂ@tﬂﬂ&mﬁﬁq@mn—.&. m.n&nz.mu. leaders swallowed hard

U_w.a. when Washington, shortly before his death, refused to run for a

\c third term, they selectad Adams again and put South Carolina’s Charles

,.fnw Cotesworth Pinckney, brother of Adams’s E:i:m. maie in _Nom. on -.rn

v ticket with him. Pinckney was famous for _Ew.:m cried, “not a six-

: pence,” when Monsicurs X, Y, and Z tried to bribe r.i. After the Fed-

g

[}
)

'} refusal to defer 10 him as leader of the Federalist party. He finally de-
. cided that Adams was cven worse than Jefferson. “If we must have an
enemy at the head of the Government,” he exclaimed, ..._2 it be one
whom we can 2Ppose, and for whom we are not responsible, who will

not involve gyr Party in the disgrace of his foolish an bad measyyes 2
Far better than Jeflerson, :.c:m:. was the Federalist iﬁm-_uwnm.an::m_

ident, *, | should be deficiene in candor,” he Sﬂo..n. “were | to con-
ceal the conviction, that he does not Possess the talens adapted 10 the
Administration of Governmen, and that there are Breat and intrinsic de.
fects in his character which unfy him for 1he office of Chierl Magis-
trate.” Adams, he said, was pelly, mean, egotistic, erratic, eccentric,
Jealous-natured, and —_o.-.nava:ﬂ.u

Hamilon’s jeqey was not meant for general circulation; he wrole it
mainly for Federalisis jn South Carofing who he hoped would come 1o
prefer _a_:nr:nw. C:F:::m.n? for the Federalists, Burr somehow got
hold of a Copy, turned it over (o the press; and s0on Republicans every.
where were chortling over T4, Public Conduct angd Character of Johy Adams.
Noah Websier responded with 5 loyal defense of the President ang scv-

Ple, friend of the French Revolution—with savage fury. i
epithet was Jacobin, that js, French radical. For , high-toned people they
waved ap astonishingly low-leye] campaign. They charged thay Jefler-
son had cheated his Briuish creditors, obtained his Property by fraud,
robbed 3 widow of an €stale worth (g thousand pounds, and behaved
in a cowardly fashion as Governor of Virginia during the Revolution,
ua:unwmo? Wrote one _.,nn.....mzz. was “a mean-spirited, low-lived fetlow,
the son of a half-breed indian, 3quaw, sired by a Virginia mulato father
- raised wholly on hoe-cake made of coarse-ground Southern corn,

bacon and hominy, with aq occasional change of fricaseed bullfrog.”s
Queried one Federalist Jeajler:



m— ‘_“-.n.‘wo: as First Magistrate, warned the Connecticut Courant,
: aﬁn %Mn robbery, rape, adultery, and incest will all be openly taught
“Murder, » v

d practiced, the air will be rent with the cries ol the distressed, the
an '

oil will be soaked with blood, and the nation black with crimes.””
. 80

's religi im: . Yale's
in 1796, jefferson’s religion was a primary target
r_mﬂmu_moemow.w__mp n_aqm_\.“:m:-vqaﬁnsp Timothy Dwight had uu.qam::‘ set
Aw_c.a:...:ﬁ in a2 fiery sermon in 1798 he asked i_:\. m.ﬂ.xx_ Americans tol-
M_.“nnn_ 2.:.._. freethinkers as the jeffersonians. “Is it,” he thundered,

' e character, and pursue the same m::&:ﬁ..v Is
.52—.2_“ “._w Hrﬂ”—.““ u—.nwu_““o-:n temples of reason . . . ._—_o _w.:u_n. cast into
__.euo uwwn our children . . . chanting mockeries against A.o.ﬂ_ . ..our

ives E..m.n_..m_:aqu the victims of legal prostitution; soberly a:—_odonnmn
Swaﬁozqn.- u-_ lluted; the outcast of delicacy and virtue, and the loathing of
Mw& and m:ﬂ._ . ..o=q sons the disciples of Voltaire, and the dragoons of

Marat. .. 28

cher, took up the cry. In The Voice of Warn-
._orﬂﬁnumh.”nh w”qwh“m“h Election A_mwoov. he warned that Jefferson
“Wu an infidel “who writes against the :,Erm OH.OQ_.... word; s.—._c a..._”.rnm
not even a profession of Christianity; who is without mmv_umm—_u. n_.mc.”__“
the sanctuary, without so miich as a a_nna.:p nﬁnim— respect c“-n -m.wn “=
and worship of Christians.”® And in Serious n&:&&.&: Sﬂ / C .MH
of @ President, William Linn, another New York minister, li _"u nMor
tions from jefferson's Notes on Virginia to ,..__o...n_—w —xwov_..u and b m.”n ﬁ. e
Vice-President’s “open profession of m.un.mn_. " A writer for -rn e wmq--
necticut Courant summed up the case against Jefferson on September 29:

i d your children. Are you
*  Look 2t your houses, your parents, your wives, an y . !
13_.22“ to see your dwellings in Rames, hoary hairs bathed in biood, fe

1~ male chastity violated, or children writhing on the pike and the hatbert? . . .

-

i i ing wolf, preparing 1o enter your
Look at every keading Jacobin as at a ravening w .
peace i i Is of your country.
ful fold, and glut his deadly appetite on the vital y
! .. GREAT GOD OF COMPASSION AND JUSTICE, SHIELD MY

.| COUNTRY FROM DESTRUCTION.""

But the Republicans did some smearing of their own. They called

»

L Adams 2 fool, hypocrite, criminal, and tyrant, and said that his Presi-

dency was “one continued tempest of malignant passions.” 12 They m_a.m
spread the story that he planned to marry one of his sons to 1:5H _“v

George 11’ daughters, start an American dynasty, and ::::3—. e
United States and Britain. To this tale they added the story that when
Washinglon heard what Adams was up to .—_n went o him wearing a
white uniform and begged him to give up his plan, but that Adams re-
fused. So Washington returned a second time, dressed in black, V:M inm
again rebuffed. Finally he donned a Revolutionary ::.F::.. visited the
President a-third time, and threatened to run rﬁ: through with a sword.
At this point, according to the story, Adams finally agreed to abandon

i .

his plan. To the dynasty 1ale the Republicans added an improbable one
about Adams’s licentiousness. Adams, they said, sent General Pinckney,
his running-mate, 10 England ona U. §. frigate 10 procure four pretuy
girls as mistresses, two for Pinckney and two for the President. 1 do
declare upon my honor,” chuckled Adams when he heard the story, “il
this be true General Pinckney has kept them all for himself and cheated
me out of my two.”!? o

There was, to bhe sure, some discussion of serious issues in [800. The
Federalists warned thae Jefferson's victory would, mean dismaniling
Hamilion’s funding system, wrecking the economy, and ‘submitting
meekly 10 French depredations on American commerce, And the Re-
publicans denounced the Federalist party’s hawkish policy toward France,
its beating of the war drums, and its suppression of domestic dissent.
Yet the “spicissitude of black liquor,” as Adams called it, was the main
feature of America’s first—and in some respects worst—vituperative
presidential campaign. ' Abigail Adams lamented that cnough “abuse
and scandal” was unleashed in 1800 “10 ruin and corrupt the minds and
morals of the best people in the world.” i . .

Things looked promising for the Republicans. In May they won con-
trol.of the New York legislature, partly because of Burr's great skill in
musltering votes in New York City. New York, a crucial state with twelve

_electoral votes, had supported Adams in 1796; in 1800 the le islature

wis bound to pick Republican eleciors. In desperation Hamilton wrote
Governor John Jay urging him 10 calf the old Federalist legislature back
into session and seek legislation 1aking choice of electors away from the
legislature and giving it to the people voting in districts. He toid Jay
frankly that “in times like these in which we live, it will not do 1o be
over scrupulous”; the important thing was “to prevent an atheist in re-
ligion, and a fanatic in politics, from getling possession of the helm of
State.” Jay did not bother (0 answer Hamilton; he simply filed Hamil-
ton’s letter away with the notation: “Proposing a measure for party
purposes which 1 think would not become me 1o adopt."'®

For a time the Federalists gleefully circulated a story that Jeflerson
had died. But the Vice-President was very much alive; it was a slave by
the same name who had passed away at Monticello. Late in November,
as the campaign raged around him, jefferson went up to Washington,
10 which the federal government had moved in June, and calmly awaited
victory. During November the sixteen states chose their electors, some
by popular vote and some by legislative action; and on December 3 the
electors cast their votes for President in their respective states. As re-
ports of the voting began trickling into Washingion, it became clear thag
the Republicans had come out on top. “The Jig's Up!” crowed the Bal-
timore American. “Be glad Americal” exulted the Readinger Adler in
Pennsylvania.'” At parties, festivals, and banquets throughout the land
Republicans proclaimed “the reign of terror is pasi—the dawn of the



passin vapors of the morning."'® The Federalists be-
o .._.M m““.h\ruwo”“n mmﬂ”.. joked the Republicans, that _um;x.wqm had
- t.”n -_ma:, prices for shaving them. When the year reached its end,
) ,w:_c.. blican writer exuded 2 warm turn-of-the-century sentiment:
1 wan wnmEa_ the 18th Century. The 19th begins with a fine clear morn-
" En_d n.“. ” S. W.; and the political horizon affords as fine a prospect
" 5:.&“ q!w:.u ...r-:&i.&.u:o:. with returning harmony with F rance—
g E.&a_; i istible propagation of the Rights of Man, the eradication
ik Mms_“m_oﬂ“ﬂ“. oppression, superstition and  tyranny over the
e world. . . . : ) ou
i eturns were in, Jefferson felt confident enoug
o b«ﬁ_;—co-ﬂ:n”:hp:“: w_,wwnnz R. Ei:m:o:._c: December 14 asking him to
E.ggi of Navy in his administration. He also wrote Burr the
g ollowing day congratulating him on his election as Vice-President and
b E.. - n—m__o:mr some of the electors had undoubtedly withheld votes
W _u%_ New Yorker, he would sill probably get at least four or five
e Yot  than Adams. He expressed regret, 100, that as Vice-Presi-
; ....Edﬂﬁt@:r.—:.ﬂ be able to play as active a role in _,._..n new u&_.::.:u-
e us Jefferson would like him to. And :n.-:n::.o:na in passing
% tha ..tﬂawn_ of the high-flying Federalists” were _-..u_u:.m .,.a.. a tie be-
i reg EE and Burr so they could try for a _.,ﬂn_n_,m__u.n President in the
e of Representatives. Burr wrote back to say that if the matter came
g House be was sure that Jefferson ::w..“_n_ get the vote of at least
" ! he needed 0 win.
wﬁaﬂr%r—quﬂﬂaﬂ:_ﬁq it was clear that the r,:_u_,ovmr_n —-m&. hap-
; not even one of the Republican electors had withheld his sec-
vote from Burr after all'and as-a consequence there was a tie for
et placet 78 votes for [efferson, 73 for Burr, 65 me._. >.n_u-=.... m._.i. 64
i.wrﬁr:&. This meant that, according to the Constitution, the “high-
: « Federalists” were going to have their way: it was now up to the
,ﬁl of Representatives, controlled by lame-duck Federalists, to choose
"the President. The obvjoits choice was Jefferson; everyone who had voted
 in 1800 knew he had been running for first place. But what was o_u”
“ious wasn't necessarily palatable to die-hard _..nmnqw__.u- Congressmen;
4immany of them preferred Burr if only becatise they disliked ._nmm.:.uo:.«o
much. And Burr did nothing to dissuade them from supporting him
for first place, though he did nothing directly 10 advance _:....nu:_”n.
ir* ;- On February 11, 1801, the House of an..mun:n.:e_nm mel in the un-
%wr finished Capitol building in Washington to pick a President. ._m_rn. _”oniﬂ_
_m_‘ "was crowded with people; hotels and boarding J_ocunu.tnqn choc v._ u
w« and in one place fifty men slept on the Aoor with their coats as blan-
kets. When the balloting began in the House chamber, every O.o:%nqhu.....
3 men but ewo was present; and one of the two, who was ___..Fv. in bed in
R aa, adjoining committee room and had his ballot brought in for him to

‘E_J_a.:‘_a:__“__nlr_,::g m_m.“x..m: in view—an the couds of arisiocracy

.
sign. Each state had one vote, which was determined by a 5&@13‘ ol

» eight states went for him, six for Burr, and the other 1wy,
were evenly divided and did not vote. So the Congressmen tried again—
and again and again. As the balloting continued with no change in the
results, many of the Congressmen sent out for nightcaps and pillows
and took short naps between ballots in their chairs or on the Hoor
wrapped in coats and shawls. Six more days and thirty-five more voies

lo give any such assurances; he held back, though, from bowing out of
the contest for first place. But Hamilton, who had helped vqm:m Adams
down, now intervened to prevent a Burr victory. He had not really
changed his mind about Jefferson; but he held Burr in even lower es-
teem. He regarded the New Yorker as the “Catiline of America,” ut-
terly without principle, public or private, who would employ “the rogues
of all parties (o overrule the good men of all parties.” Jefferson, by con-
trast, though a “contemptible hypocrite” and “tinciured with fanati-
cism,” at least had some “pretensions to character.” “| trust the Feder-
alists will not finally be so mad as to vote for Burr,” he wrote New York
Senator Gouverneur Morris, “} speak with an int

On _unrw:m_.w 17, six days after the voting had begun, several Feder-
alist Congressmen who had been supporting Burr and failed 1o gct any
commitments from him decided to'cast blank ballots and end the dead-
lock. On the thirty-sixth baliot that morning, one Vermont Congress-
man and four from Maryland abstained from voting and thus gave those
States to Jefferson; and Delaware and South Carolina, previously for
Burr, cast blank ballots, T'he outcome: lefferson won with ten votes (o
Burr's four. As news of the House’s decision spread through the land,
exuberant Jeffersonians fired guas, rang bells, and proposed toasts (o
“Jeflerson, the Mammaoth of C.._..._.:cﬁqun?:um But the Federalist Gazette
of the United States huffily reported that the price of whiskey and gin



" had risen since Jefferson's election and snilfed: “The bells have been

ringing, guns firing, dogs barking, cats mewling, children crying, and
Jacobins getting drunk."?¢ Jeffersonians had jeered that Adams was
“President by three votes” in 1796, Federalists now retaliated by calling
Jefferson “President by no votes” because of Federalist uwzmzza:m in
the House.?® Later on some of them insisted he had given assurances
that “certain points of Federal policy . . | would be observed” if he be-
came President. Jefferson vigorously denied giving any such assur-
ances; but it scems likely that some of his supporters sought 1o reassure
the Federalists about what he would do if he became Chief Executive.?6

The election of 1796 showed that there could be a peaceful change
of Presidents in the new republic; 1800 showed there could be a peace-
ful change of parties. But it was a narrow squeak. Some ultra-Federal-
ists, blinded by their hatred of Jefferson, 1alked of prolonging the
deadlock in the House of Representatives beyond March 4 and then
either calling for a new clection or making the President pro tempore of
the Senate (a Federalist) Adams's successor, or even passing an act making
the Chief Justice of the Supreme Court the interim President. When
Jefterson heard rumors of such plans, he warned that it would mean
civil war. Some of his associates even went so far as to advise Republi-
can states to refuse to submit o 2 “usurper President” and have the
militia ready to march to Washington “for the purpose, not of promot-
ing, but of preventing, revolution, and the shedding of a single A__.dv
of blood."* To james Monroe, Governor of Virginia, Jefferson him-
self wrote: “We thought it best to declare openly and firmly, one and
all, that the day such an act passed, the Middle States would arm, and
that no such usurpation, even for a single day, should be submitted to.”
The Republicans, he said, were not only determined to resist the “usur-

pation by arms,” but also to call for a convention “to reorganize and

amend” the Constitution if the Federalists persisted in their folly.?®
Jelferson inay have exaggerated the peril. The fact that the House
deadlock was finally, broken on February 17 may be evidence that even
if it had continued beyond inauguration day there would siill have been
a peaceful resolution of the crisis in the end. As Vice-President and thus
presiding officer over the Senate, Jefferson would have been able 1o rule
out of order any motion 10 legislate a President; and, in fact, .rn had
contemplated doing just that if the occasion arose. Still, upsetting the
national timetable—the pioneers in American government put great
emphasis on exact terms of office and precise dates for oath-taking—
might well have had disastrous consequences for the young American
political system. After the election, Madison, who had feared the Fed-
eraliss would resort to force in order to stay in power, expressed enor-
mous relief at the peaceful outcome of the contest; “. . . what a lesson
o America and the world,” he wrote Jefferson, “is given by the efficacy
of the public will, when there is po army to be turned against it."?* And
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the National Intelhgencer, Republican tri-weekly, thought the peac
settlement of the crisis proved that the “republican system™ fa
passed the government of “an hereditary despot or a military «

© per." 1o avoid another situation like the one that faced the natio
1801, the T'welfth Amendment, requiring the Electorat College 10 -
separately for President and Vice-President was added 1o the Cas
tution in 1804, It was a frank recognition of the existenice of poli
parties in the American system.

Gleeful Republicans called Jeflerson’s victory “the Triumph of
democratic Representatives in Congress over the tools of the An,
monarchico Aristocratic, faction: the Triumph of the sovereign pec

~over their rebellious servants, and of Human Nature or of Huma
over the accursed Persecutors of the Human Race.”?! Jelferson him:
liked to refer 10 his election as “the revolution of 1800.” He claimed

had come inlo power,

_ Still, the election of 1800 was an extremely close one. In the Electo
College Adams received only eight fewer votes than Jefferson and ir
“had 1aken either New York or South Carolina he would have won 1
election. By his break with Hamilton and the High Federalists, ho
ever, and by his quest for peace with France, Adams had moved a o

in his inaugural a
dress (which Adams deliberately missed): “We are all Republicans;

are all Federalists. If there be any among us who would wish to dissol
this Union, or 10 change its Republican form, leg them stand undi
turbed as monuments of the salety with which error of opinion may |
tolerated where reason is lefi free 1o combat it."*? After the inaugur:
tion Margaret Bayard Smith, wife of the editor of the Jeffersonian N
tional Intelligencer, politely poured tea for three Federalist Congres:
ational politics and Jefferso

went on as President to retain many ol his old enemy’s economic poli

cies.
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. Safe Place

A Federalist lady in a linle Connecticut town was so afraid of what would
happen to the family Bible if Jefferson became President that she toolk
it to the only Teflersonian she knew and asked him 10 keep it for her.
The Jeffersonian wied 1o convince her that her fears abous Jeflerson
were groundiess, but she remained unpersuaded. “My goud woinan,”



